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SOlffi SUGGESTIOITS AS TO HOW A YOUNG MAN WITH NO 
CAPITAL MAY GET STARTED lU FARMING. 

Farming in America is rapidly changing from an 
occupation to a business. Formerly only a few 
cheap tools and a team were required. Farming 
was much like teaming or any other occupation re- 
quiring little capital. Men frequently shifted 
back and forth between farming and other occupa- 
tions. The introduction of machinery has grad- 
ually taken farming out of the mere occupation 
class , and placed it in a class with other kinds 
of business that require the permanent investment 
of considerable capital. The change has been most 
rapid during the past ten years. 

Some types of farming are less affected than 
others. The milking of cows and the growing of 
some kinds of vegetables are still in the hand 
labor class. Some farmers still cultivate corn 
with one horse and dig and plant potatoes by hand, 
but their number is rapidly decreasing. Every 
farmer, who adopts a desirable new machine, makes 
it harder for the one who depends on hand labor 
to compete. 

More horses per man, more and larger machinery, 
all call for larger farms. The area farmed per 
man is rapidly increasing in all parts of the 
United States. This accounts for decreases in 
fural population in lew York, Iowa, Missouri and 
^ther states. It accounts for empty farm houses. 
lach farmer in America is farming more land than 
was farmed by one man ten to twenty years ago, and 
is at the same time increasing the crop yields per 
acre. Crop yields in the United States are in- 
creasing, not decreasing as is commonly assumed. 

When all these conditions call for so much cap- 
ital, can a young man with no money hope to earn 

farm in a reasonable time? The road to farm 
wnership is. not closed but there have been changes 
m the best method of travel. More time and ef- 
fort are required than formerly, but a well equip- 
ped modern farm is worth time and effort. 
First, get an education. 

The first step that a young man should take is 
t|o secure an education. The chances are that 
biy this means he will actually own a farm sooner 
than if he at once sets out to get one. The fig- 
ares from the agricultural survey are significant. 
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2. 
Relation of Education to Profits. 

Numter of Average Lator 
Education farms Income! . 

District School 

High School 

More than High School 

iLahor Income is determined hy subtracting 
the farm expenses and 5 per cent interest on 
the capital from the farm receipts. 

A high school course is worth mord than an 
investment of $6000 in five per cent honds. 
We do nSit have figures for a large number of col- 
lege men, "but a college course seems to "be worth 
as much more. Time spent in school seems to 
he worth ahout $7 per day to a farmer. 

Anyone can check these ideas if not the fig- 
gres. V/e hear men regretting all kinds of acts. 
Those who have cows are sorry that they did not 
plant orchard®. Those who have orchards wish 
that they had different varieties. Those who 
went West wish that they had gone South. Those 
who are not married wish thaty they were married 
and sometimes those who are married wish that 
they were not. But who ever heard of a man 
wishing that he had not gone to school so long? 
Franklin was right when he said that an invest- 
ment in knowledge pays the best interest. 
The First Start in Farming. 

For a farm boy without an agricultural college 
education, the best way to start is as a hired- 
man. If the neighborhood is a prosperous one, 
that is the place to begin, if not, go where 
farmers are prosperous. By working from two to 
five years, he may save enough money to become a 
tenant. If he has proved himself both worthy 
i',,and efficient, he will have no difficulty in rent 
Ing a good farm. 

In whatever position one is working, he should 
strive to earn at least twice what he gets. Men 
do not buy cows , land or labor unless they expect 
to make a profit on it. If one gets all he 
earns , why should any man desire to hire him? 
When the salary is raised, it is not because the 
employer thinks that the increase will be earned, 
but because it has been earned. This holds true 
on farms , in shops , in universities , eversrwhere , 
one must always earn his increase in pay before 
he gets it. 
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A graduate of an agricultural college who has 
grown up on a farm can usually start best by 
teaehing, in experiment station work or as a farm 
manager. By taking the best position available, 
when experience .opportunity and salary are all 
considered, he should be able to save more in a 
year than the farm hand receives. 

A position that calls for travel and study on 
farms is very desirable for one or two years. 
A place as farm manager on a real farm is good 
both because of the experience and the low e3q)en- 
ses. Some of the best paying positions are as 
managers of estates. The experience gained on 
such places is often harmful. If any ideas are 
gained, they are likely to be extravagant notions 
that are adapted to spending money- not to making 
money . 

The college graduate usually skips the tenant 
stage. In such cases the farm should be bought 
as soon as one has money enough to secure the 
place on contract or by part payment. The farm 
is then rented while one continues in his posi- 
tion. In this way a farm may be bought long be- 
fore it could possibly be purchased if one were 
to attempt to equip and run it. The salary shou- 
ld usually pay the interest and some of the prin- 
cipal. The rent may be applied on the princi- 
pal. Either the salary or rent should pay the 
interest. It is not likely that both will fail 
in the same year. If one were on the farm and 
had a crop failure, he might lose the place. 
When the farm is largely paid for , one may move 
onto it. This is the plan followed by nearly 
all the men who wish to farm and who are in ex- 
periment station and government work. 

One great advantage of buying a farm as soon 
as possible is that it ties one to the land. A 
salaried position may wean one away from the 
farm. The farm furnishes a place to spend 
vacations. It forces one to economize in his 
youth. There is a general tendency for land 
values to rise. If wisely chosen, the rise 
in value of the farm may be equal to the inter- 
est. 

The first farm purchased need hot be the one 
on which the final home is to be made. If it 
is a good investment , it may be sold and a 
larger and more desirable place may be purchased. 

In choosing a farm, productive soil is the first 
consideration. It rarely pays to work a farm 
that is not located in a prosperous community. 
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4. 
Starting as a Tenant. 
If one 'becomes a tenant in the progress toward 
ownership, the following tahles may "be of inter- 
est: 

Relative Profits of Farmers with Small Capital 
as Owners and as Tenants in Tompkins County. 

Average labor Per cent 
income making labor 
Farms operated incomes of 
Capital by owners over $600 

$3000 or less $226 

3000 - 4000 242 10 

4001 - 5000 339 15 

5001 - 6000 459 32 

Over 6000 673 45 

131 tenants with capital of less than $3,001 
averaging $1,187, made an average labor income 
of $367 and 15 per cent made over $600. 

It appears that one should remain a tenant 
until he can command at least $5000 capital. 
Of this perhaps one-third might be borrowed. 
It is much better to be a tenant on good land 
than to be an owner of poor land. 

Cash rent is much better for the tenant than 
is share rent. If you own a farm, as a landlord, 
it is better to give it the additional attention 
required and rent for a share , but if you are a 
tenant, it is best to rent for cash. 

Relation of System of Rental to Profits. 

Tenant's Landlord's 
labor income gier cent 

Cash — 1604 5.2% 

Half of crops — 467 12.4 

Half of receipts 342 9.0 

No tenant should ever milk poor cows on shares. 
It is bad enough to raise poor crops. If a 
landlord furnishes half the feed and cows and 
gets the manure and $5 per cow above the cost of 
feed he may be making money. But in this case 
a tenant gets only $5 for his labor of caring 
for a cow a year. It takes good cows to pay a 
tenant, poor ones may pay the landlord. 

Part Owner. 

If one is farming with too small a capital , 
he may often own part of his land and rent a 
part. This is a plan followed by very large 
numbers of farmers who are short of capital. How 
successful it is, is shown by the following table: 



5. 
Owners Renting AdAitlonal Land. 

Wo. of Acres Acres Labor 
farms owned rented Income 
Owners operating their 

own farms only 5£9 106 $407 

Owners renting addi- 
tional land 86 89 51 52£ 



Types of Farming with Small Capital 

When one is very short of capital, he should 
make very few long time investments. Planting 
orchards, putting in tile dr^in, raising colts, 
expensive cows, should not he taken up too quick- 
ly. All these may he the best possible things 
when money is available, but when the interest 
must be paid next fall, quick returns must be se- 
cured. Second hand machinery may be purchased, 
and the more expensive tools be hired. Paint 
is one of the last of the desirable investments. 

Of the farmers in Tompkins County who operated 
their own farms and who had less than ;ji)5000 cap- 
ital, five made labor incomes of over si^600, the 
highest was |794. Three of these worked additior 
al land on shares. Of the farmers with $3000 
to $4000, ten ijade labor incomes of over $600, 
the highest was $800. Potatoes, hay, eggs were 
the chief sources of income on these farm®. 
Dairying usually requires more capital. The 
cash crops that bring quick returns are the ones 
that have paid such persOi.,s best. A better wya 
is to rent additional land. 

It now takes longer for a hired man or a man 
on a salary to earn a farm than it used to, but 
the farm is now much more worth while. Any 
young man with health and energy can earn a farm. 
Probably he can earn it as soon as he could se- 
cure an equally desirable business in a city. 



